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ACTION 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AF-10 ARA-16 EA-11 EUR-25 NEA-11 RSC-01 
AID-20 DOTE-OO SPC-03 EB-11 NSC- 10 CIEP-02 TRSE-00 
SS-20 STR-08 OMB-01 CEA-02 CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO 
FMC-04 INR-10 NSAE-00 CG-00 COA-02 DLOS-06 DRC-01 
( ISO ) W 

128033 

R291500Z JAN 74 
FM USMISSION GENEVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3670 

UNCLAS GENEVA 561 

PASS: DOT FOR TPI-40, TAD-254, AND FRA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ECE, XG 

SUBJECT: ECE-INLAND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE, FIRST SESSION 

1. ECE INLAND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE (ITC) OPENED JAN 27 
WITH ROUTINE ADOPTION AGENDA AND ELECTION FOLDVARI 
(HUNGARY) AND BILLET (FRANCE) AS CHAIRMAN AND 
VICE-CHAIRMAN, RESPECTIVELY. 

2. AGENDA ITEM 3: CONSIDERATION OF VARIOUS DECISIONS 
AFFECTING ITC ENDED UNIFORMLY IN TAKING NOTE AND 
INTENTION OBSERVE, EXCEPT AS FOLLOWS: 

A. ON QUESTION OF JOINT MEETINGS WITH CONFERENCE 
OF EUROPEAN STATISTICIANS, NORWAY AND UK OPENED 
IN SUPPORT OF PROPOSALS, FOLLOWED BY ARRAY OF 
DELEGATIONS (FRG, NETHERLANDS, FRANCE, AUSTRIA) 
PREFERRING STATUS QUO, AND ITC FAVORING LATTER 
COURSE. IN THE END, NORWAY AND UK BOTH AGREED 
TO JOIN MAJORITY, BECAUSE WHOLE QUESTION NO BIG 
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ISSUE IN OSLO AND LONDON. ECE STATISTICS DIVISION 
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REPRESENTATIVE HINTED THAT ECE PLENARY MIGHT PRESS 
ITC FURTHER ON THIS POINT, SINCE OF FOUR AREAS 
ORGINALLY IDENTIFIED FOR JOINT STATISTICAL PROGRAM 
ONLY ITC WAS NOW RECALCITRANT. 

B. ON QUESTION OF PUBLICATION OF STATISTICS OF 
ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS NO DISCUSSION DEVELOPED, BUT 
APPARENTLY BECAUSE ITC REGARDS REFERRAL TO U.N.S.G. FOR 
OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS AS ENDORSEMENT OF 
ITC POSITION ON CONTINUED PUBLICATION. 

3. AGENDA ITEM 6: ON QUESTION AUTOMATIC RECOGNITION OF 
MARKING US REP, WHILE POINTING OUT THIS MATTER STILL 
UNDER CONSIDERATION IN WORKING PARTY ON RAIL TRANSPOR 
AND GROUP OF RAPPORTEURS ON CONTAINER TRANSPORT, 

INDICATED (A) STRONG U.S. CONCERN ABOUT ANY ENDORSEMENT 
ELECTROMAGNETIC SYSTEM, WHICH INCONSISTENT WITH 
EXTENSIVE USPTICA SYSTEM U.S. RAILWAYS AND INCREASING 
USE OPTICAL SYSTEM IN CONTAINER FIELD, AND (B) INTENTION 
U.S. TO ASSURE THAT DECISION THIS MATTER BE REACHED ONLY 
WITH FULL OPPORTUNITY EXPLORE MERITS OPTICAL SYSTEM. 
INDICATED THAT U.S. DELEGATES TO UPCOMING MEETING ON 
CONTAINER AND RAIL WOULD BE PREPARED DEAL WITH THIS POINT, 
THAT PAPER DESCRIPTIVE OF A.C.I. SYSTEM WOULD BE MADE 
AVAILABLE TO INTERESTED DELEGATIONS, AND THAT ALL 
DELEGATIONS WERE URGED OBSERVE ROTTERDAM DEMONSTRATION 
IN SPRING OR EARLY SUMMER. IN COURSE SUBSEQUENT 
DISCUSSION, (A) SOVIET DELEGATE REPORTED THAT TESTS WERE 
NOT COMPLETE, BUT APPARENTLY ELECTROMAGNETIC SYSTEM 
PREFERRABLE FOR EXTREME CLIMATES, (B) NETHERLANDS 
DELEGATE SUPPORTED U.S., STRESSING IMPORTANCE OF FULL 
EXPLORATION AND IMPORTANCE TO EUROPEAN RAILWAYS OF NOT 
FINDING THEMSELVES INCOMPATIBLE WITH CHOICE OF OPTICAL 
SYSTEM FOR CONTAINERS, (C) U.I.C. DELEGATE STRESSED THAT HIS 
ORGANIZATION UNDERSTANDS COMPLEXITY OF PROBLEM, BUT 
WAS NOT WONDERING WHETHER EARLY DECISION WAS REALLY 
NECESSARY, AND (D) FRG DELEGATE (WHO ALSO CHAIRMAN OF 
GRTC) ASSURED THAT DIFFICULT PROBLEM WOULD BE GIVEN 
FULL CONSIDERATION IN GRTC, BEGINNING IN APRIL MEETING. 

(IN SUBSEQUENT SOCIAL GATHERING CANADIAN DELEGATE SAID 
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HE REFRAINED FROM ENTERING DISCUSSION BECAUSE RELUCTANT 
BECOME DISPUTATIOUS IN FIRST HOUR AT ITC, BUT THAT 
SATISFACTORY CANADIAN EXPERIENCE WITH OPTICAL SYSTEM UNDER 
CLIMATIC CONDITIONS EQUIVALENT TO USSR RAISES SERIOUS DOUBT 
ABOUT SOVIET CONCLUSIONS). OTHER DISCUSSION THIS AGENDA 
ITEM FOUCSSED MAINLY AROUND ADOPTION OF AUTOMATIC COUPLING 
FOR EUROPEAN RAILWAYS: FINANCIAL ASPECT, TIMING AND WHETHER 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT RATHER THAT AGREEMENT BY 
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